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The Plain Dealer,  Nost.

Fallacia
Alia aliam trudit. Terex.

Moxwopay, Sptember 14, 1724.

REDULITY is a Weaknels, from

which very few are exempted. It is
the Ground-work of Craft and Impofture ;
and the Mcans by which they are propa-
gatcd.

I aave often refle¢ted, with Concern,
upon the Condition of Humanity, in this
Regard : And nothing can be more afflidting,
than to behold one Part of the rational
World making a rade of mifguiding the
other! 1If all the Errors, into which People
are drawn, had but the Marks of Zruth,
fome Excufe, might be found for their Cre-
dulity 5 but the Shame is, in their receiving
what is #ew, at the Expence, cven of Proba-

Lifity,
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bability. Vulgar Minds are moft ftruck with
what is moft incredible; and the Way to
convince, is, to amaze them. KReafon makes
few Profelytes: But Myflery rarely fails. And
the lefs they know why, the fonder they
grow of the Impofture.

Becavse I would not dip into Contro-
verfics, whercin Religion, and Government,
are concern’d ; I muft defcend into Low Life,
and only touch the little Artifices which owe
their Reputation to this Weaknefs.

Tue World is wearied with Stories of
Witches and Fairies, and begins to {ee thio’
the Impofture.  The Craft of dfirvlogers,
Conjurers, and Prophets, begins alio to be ex-
ploded, by the Vulgar, whole Oracles they
have long been, ButI am not a little amaz'd
to find, that, inftead of the Delufions, once

ractis’d on the Multitude, They, now, work

rongeft among the polite and fafhionable
People. What Staring, what Clapping, what
Wafte of Time and Money have Harleguin
and Fauffus occafion’d? The Madnefs, both
of Aifors, and Speffators, has 1o provok’d me
almoft to Tears, that [ could even have weps
over the City !

I wirr not be fo partial, to our Wor~
- fhipful Society of Free avd AccertEDd
M ASONS, as to forbear reproving them,
on this Occafion, for the unaccountable Po-
ther and Noife they have lately made in the
World. What Stories have been told to
amufe, and engage the Credulous? What

Reflections,
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Refleftions, what Reproach, have they
brought upon That Axcre xT OrbER, by
making Profelytes, in fo cheap and 1o profti-
tuted a Manner? It afflicts me fenfibly, when
I fee Coxcombs introduc’d into our Lodges,
and made privy to our Secrets. 1 have often
enter'd my Proteft againft this Abufe, in pri-
vate Society ; and muft ufe the Freedom to
offer this Memorial, in my publick Charaéter,
"Tis my Opinion, Thatthe late Proftitution of
our Order is in fome Meafure, the betraying it,
The weak Heads of Fintuers, Drawers, Wiz-
makers, Weavers,&c, admitted intoour Frater-
#ity, have notonly brought Contemptupon the
Inftitution, but do very much endanger it.
And I have heard it ask’d, Why we don’t
admit Women, as well as Taylors, into our
Lodzes? 1 muft confefs I have met with as
Sufficient Heads among the Fair Sex, as 1 have
found in the Brorueruoon: I have fome
Reafons to fear, that our SecreTs are in
Danger. There is, in the Condué& of toc
many, fince their Admiffion, the

Ciecus amor fui,
Et tollens vacuum plus nimio Gloria verticem ;
Arcavigue Fides prodiga, perlucidior vitro;

which is exprefly prohibited by our Excellent
Ruies and CoNstiTuTions; and, which is
the very Chara&eriftick of the Fools, that
were received into the Lopees at RO ME,
in the Days of AUGUSTUS G/ESARL};
an
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and whereof our Brother HOR ACE com-
plain’d vehemently, in an Ode to F*ARUS,
who was then Granxp MasTtes., But
whatever Freedoms others imagine they may
lawfully and difereetly ufe, my Conicience
cannot brook them.

i NON BGO TE wmw-
INVITUM QU ATIAM: NEC -~ --
SUB DIFVUM RAPIAM - - -

M~ Female Readers, and, I'm afraid,
fome of the Brorberbood may ftop here, and
ftare, asif T had blabb’d out the whole Ajy-
flery. They may be doubtful whether the
above Words, and Dafhes may not be decy-
pher'd into the famous Mafon Hord? But I
leave the Ignorant to their /onder ; and pro-
ceed to aflure my Bresbren, that they have
promoted Superflition and Babbling, contrary
to the Peace of our Sovereign Lord, the
King, by their late Pra&ices, and Condeifcen-
tions. Alarming Reports, and Storics of
LADDERS, HALTERS, DRAWN
SWORDS, and DARK ROOMS,
have ipread Conlufion and Terror: And, if
the Government does not put the Laws
againft us in Execution, it will be an estraoz-
dinary Favour, or Ouverfight. For my own
Part, 1 am fo faithful a Subject, and have the
Weal of Ouwr _ducient Order, fo much at
Heart, that unlefs the Graxp Mastrr puts
a Stop to thele Proceedings, by a peremptory

Charge
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Charge to the Brorserunoon, I wifh I cowd
honourably enter into ANoTHER.

A xp, now I have hinted at ANoTnER
Order, 1 muft entertain my Readers with
Two Letters; the firft addrefs’d to my felf,
and the laft written from Rome, to the Au~
thor of the firft.

HANG CHT 70 rhe Britith PL AIN-
DEALER: Healsh.

Sage §1 R,

> Y the Help of my Secretary and In-
4 terpreter F perufe your Lucubrati-
‘“ ons; and write this Epiftle, to aflure you
“ of my Efteem.

“ I awm inform’d, that you have taken
¢ Notice of the Advertifement 1 caufed to be
“ publifi’d in the News-Papers; and that
“ you call'd at the Cafile, to be fatisfy'd of
“ the Truth of my ‘Arrival in this Place.
“ Your Enquiry, and the Converfation you
“ had with my Secretary, give me Occafion
“ to gratify you farther; and I am proud to
“ have it in my Power to diftinguith one of
“ your Mcrit in the Manner I intend.

“ Tue Laws and Conflitutions of the
“ moft ancient and illuftrious Order, of the
“GORMOGONS oblige us to be cau-
“ tious and frugal, in admitting rew Mem-
“ bers. Remarkable Firtues have always re-
“ commended the Candidates. No Rank,
« Station, or Condition of Life, intitles a

% Perfon
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Perfon to be of our Frateruity. We know
ncither Prejudice, nor Partiality, in con-
ferring this Honour ; and all the fetereff
in the World to procure it, would be
froitlefs, without Aferit.
“ My Refidence here will be fhort. It
cannot therefore be expedted, that I fhou’d
invite many worthy Perfons to enter into
our Order ; nor dare I render it cheap and
contemptible, by admitting every Preten-
der: But I know feveral who deferve to
be received, and to whom I have promis'd
the Diftinétion.
“1I swari confider it as an Omament
to our moff ancient and illuftrious Oroper,
which is the Honour and Ornament of all .
its Members, if you, Sage 8ir, will be
pleas’d to accept the Privileges that I am
empower'd to beftow on the Deferving. 1
confefs, you muft firfft be DEGRALED,
as our Laws require, and renounce, and
abandon, the Socicty of Falfe-Builders,
But, as your great Judgment muft diftin-
guifh the Excellence of our Order, I ho
you will prefer being a Fellow with Jf
Nothing would more fenfibly concern me,
when 1 leave London, than not be able to
tranfmit your Name in the Lift, that I
muft fend to the OECUMENICAL
VOLGEE in China.
I am, Saze SIR,
Your Affeitionate Friend,
HANG CHIL
SHIN
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SHIN SHAW, » HANG CHI,
at London : Health -

Moft Illufirious Brother and Friend,

s CONGRATULATE you on the
- {peedy Progrefs you have made from
« the Court of the Zoung SOPHZ, and
% {,Gur fafe Arrival in the Jffe of Britain,

our Prefence is earneftly expected at
“ ROME. The Father of High Priclts is
“ fond of our Order, and the CARDINALS
“ have an Emulation to be diftinguifh’d.
“ Qur Excellent Brother GO R MO GO'N,
“ Mandarin, CH AN FUE, iswell, and
“ falutes you. Since my laft, I had Advi-
“ ces from Pekin, which confirm former Ac-
“ counts, that our new Emperor is an open
“ Enemy to the Fefuirs: But 1 pray, their
« Difgrace in Chma may not provoke the
“ Europeans to ufe Us ill. Take Care of
“ your Health. Farcwell.

SHIN SHAW,

I acknowicpce the Honour done me, by
the illuftrious Mundarin HANG CHI;
and, though I cannot prevail with my felf
to be DEGR AD ED, in the Manner re-
quird by the Laws and Couflitutions of the
Order of GORM OGONS, 1 approve,
and applaud, their admitting none, but
whom' Merit recommends into the Fellowihip
of the OECUMENICAL VOLGEE.

Morcover,
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Moreover, I propofe the Good Conduét, and
Regularity of the GORMOGONS, as
a Pattern to the Free and Accerren Masoxs,
tor the Future ;: And, if’ L fhall be enabled
to make any ufeful Difcoveries for the Service
of the Brotherbood, they may depend on my
watchful Fidelity.

Tue Letters, fign'd M z#cexas, com-
municated to us, by PuiraNruroros,
are come to Hand, and defervedly claim a
Place in this Paper the firft Opportunity.

Our Fair Correfpondents, the one from
Edinburgh, the other from Swirey, who, both
{o beautifully, and pathetically, pour forth
their Complaints tothePrarnDearer,
thall meet with a proper and early Regard.

Tue Anonymovus Gentleman, who re-
quefts our {peedy Opinion of a certain Cale,
which, he fays, is wrgent, is defired to ful-
pend his dangerous Advice to his Friend ; and
we fhall touchupon that Subjed, in an am-

ler Manner, than is confiitent with the

fte he requires.
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